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Preparing Women for Public Service, Political Leadership  
LEE ANNE WASHINGTON IS ACCEPTED FOR REPUBLICAN TRAINING PROGRAM

Lee Anne Washington, a member of the White Stone Town Council, has been accepted for the 2008 training program of the prestigious Jennifer Byler Institute preparing Republican women for effective public service and party leadership.
“We were very impressed with your qualifications,” Institute co-chairmen Kate Obenshain Griffin and Marty Kilgore wrote in a Feb. 22 letter to Washington.  “Your acceptance in this program is evidence of the strength and talent that continues to drive the Republican Party of Virginia.”
Washington, a White Stone attorney and member of the Northern Neck Chesapeake Bay Public Access Authority, was the GOP candidate in the Feb. 19 special election for the Virginia House of Delegates seat in the 99th Legislative District.  Congressman Rob Wittman (R., 1st District) resigned the delegate seat when he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives following the death of Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis.
The Jennifer Byler Institute’s mission is to provide extensive training and support for Republican women as they pursue their political and professional goals. The successful completion of this political leadership development program will prepare, motivate and inspire these women to assume key roles in both political and public service.

Washington will begin the institute’s first training course on March 15 in Richmond.  She is being sponsored for the series by Carol Dawson, of Morattico, chairman of the 99th Legislative District Republican Committee and member of the Virginia Republican State Central Committee.
The institute is named in honor of the late Jennifer Curtis Byler, longtime Republican Party leader and former GOP national committeewoman from Virginia.  She died, along with her daughter, Sarah, in a 2001 boating accident on the Chesapeake Bay.  Her husband, Gary, practices law in Virginia Beach and is a former Capitol Hill legislative assistant to Sen. John W. Warner (R.,Va.).
Institute co-chairman Kate Obenshain Griffin is a former chairman of the Republican Party of Virginia and daughter of the late Richard B. Obenshain, who chaired the Virginia GOP and served as co-chairman of the Republican National Committee.  He was killed in an airplane crash during his 1978 Virginia campaign for the U.S. Senate.

Institute co-chairman Marty Kilgore is the wife of former Virginia Atty. Gen. Jerry W.  Kilgore, the 2005 Republican candidate for Virginia governor.  She is a former executive director of the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation.
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